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Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method to be executed on a computer system, wherein 
the computer system includes a processor and a database, a f i rst input d e v i c e and an 
output d e vic e , and wherein the database includes a plurality of datafiles each 
containing a plurality of predetermined preferences, the method comprising: 

receiving signals from tho f i rst input dov i co that indicate at le ast on e of a plurality 
of user preferences; 

comparing at least a subset of the indicated user preferences against the 
plurality of datafiles in the database to identify matching datafiles , e ach match i ng 
datafi le containing preferences matching at least a first and a second threshold number 
of the at least a subset of the indicated user preferences , the second threshold number 
being smaller than the first threshold number ; 

selecting preferences from the identified matching datafiles, wherein the selected 
preferences do not match the at least a subset of the indicated user preferences; and 

outputting , via th e output d e v i c e , the selected preferences. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the preferences comprise 
at least either artists 1 names or movie titles . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein tho proforenc e s comprise 
movi e t i t le s. 

the method further comprises compiling a list of preferences not matching the at 
least a subset of the indicated user preferences, based at least in part on a subset of 
the identified matching datafiles containing preferences matching at least the first 
threshold number of the at least a subset of the indicated user preferences, and 
determining for each non-matching preference of the list, a freguencv of occurrences in 
the identified matching datafiles, and 
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the selecting comprises selecting preferences based at least in part on the list, in 
view of the list's preferences' determined freguencies of occurrences in the identified 
matching datafiles. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 34, wherein th e comput e r syst e m 
furth e r i nc l ud e s a data commun i cat i ons n e twork and a s e cond i nput d e v i c e , wh e r ei n th e 
proc e ssor, databas e , s e cond i nput d e vic e and th e output d e v i c e ar e coupl e d to th e 
n e twork, and wh e r e in th e first and s e cond input d e vices aro romot el y l ocat e d from e ach 
oth e r. 

the method further comprises determining for each not matching preference of 
the list, a freguencv of occurrences of the not matching preference in the database, and 

said selecting is further based on the list's preferences 1 freguencies of 
occurrences in other datafiles of the database. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein , s e l e cting pr e f e r e nc e s 
furth e r compr i s e s: the selecting is further based on freguencies of occurrences of the 
not matching preferences in at least the identified matching datafiles. 

for e ach non matching pr e f e r e nc e i n th e id e ntif ie d dataf i l e s, d e t e rm i n i ng a 

numb e r of other pr e fer e nc e s i n th e i d e ntifi e d datafi l es that match tho non match i ng 
pr e f e r e nc e and assign i ng th e d e t e rm i n e d numb e r to th e pr e f e r e nc e ; and 

s e l e ct i ng on e or mor e non - match i ng pr e f e r e nc e s w i th th e high e st ass i gn e d 

numb e rs. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the number of proforoncos 
i n a dataf i l e i s l i mit e d to 10, and wh e r e in th e first thr e shold numb e r is 5. 

the method further comprises compiling at least a first and a second list of 
preferences not matching the at least a subset of the indicated user preferences, with 
the first and second lists of preferences being compiled based at least in part on the 
identified matching datafiles containing preferences matching at least the first and 
second threshold numbers of the at least a subset of the user preferences, respectively, 
and 
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the selecting is performed based at least in part on the at least first and second 

lists. 



7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 65, wherein, th e numb e r of 
pref e r e nc e s in a dataf i l e is l im i t e d to 10, and wh e r e in on l y thos e unmatch i ng 
pr e f e r e nc e s that a l so app e ar i n 50% or mor e of th e i d e nt i fi e d data f ile s ar e s e l e ct e d. 
the preferences of each of the at least first and second lists are ranked relative to other 
preferences of the list, and the selecting is based at least in part on weighted ranks of 
the preferences, the weighted rank of a preference being determined based at least in 
part on the relative ranks of the preferences in the at least first and second lists. 

8. (Previously Canceled, without prejudice) 

9. (Currently amended) A method for recommending music selections based on a 
user's preferred music selections, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of associated music selections in a database; 

receiving signals from an input device that indicate a plurality of a user's 
preferred music selections; 

d e t e rmining that identifying a first and a second number of th e pr e f e rr e d mus i c 
s ele ctions match with t he plurality of associated music selections as being similar to the 
preferred music selections in th e databas e , based at least in part on a first and a 
second degree of similarity, the first and second degrees of similarity being different 
degrees of similarity, the similar associated music selections and the preferred music 
selections being different music selections ; 

d e t e rmining selecting a number of unmatch e d the first and second number of 
similar associated music selections i n th e databas e; and 

outputting, via an output device, the unmatch e d selected associated music 
selections. 

10. (Currently amended) An apparatus for recommending music selections based 
on a user's preferred music selections, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer system including a database; 
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means for storing a plurality of associated music selections in the database; 

means for accepting signals from a user input device to indicate a plurality of a 
user's preferred music selections; 

means for d e t e rm i n i ng that identifying a first and a second number of the 
pr e f e rr e d mus i c s e l e ct i ons match with the associated music selections i n th e databas e 
as being similar to the preferred music selections, based at least in part on a first and a 
second degree of similarity, respectively, the first and second degrees of similarity 
being different degrees of similarity, the similar associated music selections and the 
preferred music selections being different music selections ; and 

means for d e t e rmining selecting a number of unmatch e d the first and second 
similar associated music selections i n th e databas e. 

11. (Previously amended) A method for outputting an ordered list of recommended 
objects based on an input object, the method comprising: 

storing pairs of ranked objects in a database; 

assigning a ranking number to each of the pairs of ranked objects and storing 
the ranking number in association with the pair; 

receiving signals from an input device that indicate an object; 

using a processor to find occurrences of the indicated object in the pairs of 
ranked objects; 

for each pair in which the indicated object occurs, determining a non-matching 
object in the pair that does not match the indicated object; 

ordering non-matching objects into a list according to the ranking number for the 
pair that the non-matching object belongs to; and 

outputting the list as an ordered list of recommended objects. 

12. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein each object comprises 
an artist's name. 

1 3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein each object comprises 
a title of a movie. 
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14. (Previously presented) An apparatus for outputting an ordered list of 
recommended objects based on an input object, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor; 

a database accessible to the processor; 

pairing means for storing pairs of ranked objects in the database; 

ranking means for assigning a ranking number to each of the pairs of ranked 
objects and storing a given ranking number in association with a given stored pair; 

input means for receiving an indication from a human user that indicates a 
selected object; 

finding means for finding occurrences of the selected object in the pairs of 
ranked objects; 

determining means for determining, for each pair, an object in the pair that does 
not match the selected object; 

ordering means for ordering non-matching objects into a list according to the 
ranking number for the pair that the non-matching object belongs to; and 

output means for outputting the list as an ordered list of recommended objects. 

1 5. (Currently amended) In a multi-user computer system that provides user access 
to a database of objects, a method of recommending objects to a user computer, the 
method comprising: 

identifying on a remote computer, a first set of objects d e t e rm i n e d to b e of 
interest to a-fifst use r, th e first s e t of obj e cts id e ntifi e d from a p l ural i ty of obj e cts 
d e t e rmin e d to b e of int e r e st to a community of us e rs and r e pr e s e nt e d by on e or mor e 
data structur e s ; 

using a processor to access4he one or more data structures representing a 
plurality of objects of interest to a community, to identify at least a first and a seconde fte 
set of objects having respectively at least a first and a second threshold of similarities in 
common with the first set of objects , the first and second thresholds being different 
thresholds : 

generating a combined set of objects from the identified at least first and 
seconde fte sets of objects; and 

transmitting to the user computer, the combined set of objects. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, wherein a copy of the f i rst sot of 
ob je cts i s conta i n e d within th e data structur e the generating is further based on 
freguencies of occurrences of the objects of the combined set represented in the data 
structures having the at least first and second thresholds of similarities . 

17. (Previously p) The method of claim 15, wherein the objects comprise a plurality 
of digital audio selections. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 5, wherein th e f i rst s e t of obj e cts ar e 
id e ntified bas e d upon us e r i nput, the generating is further based on freguencies of 
occurrences of the objects of the combined set represented in the data structures. 

19. (Previously Canceled, without prejudice) 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 5, wherein acc e ssing th e on e or 
mor e data structur e s to i d e nt i fy at le ast on e s e t of obj e cts compr i s e s acc e ss i ng th e on e 
or mor e data structur e s to i d e ntify at le ast on e s e t of obj e cts having at le ast som e 
d i ss i m il arit ie s with r e sp e ct to th e first s e t of obj e cts the objects of each of the at least 
first and second set are ranked relative to other objects of the list, and the selecting is 
based at least in part on weighted ranks of the objects, the weighted rank of an object 
being determined based at least in part on the relative ranks of the objects in the at 
least first and second lists . 

21-24. (Previously Canceled, without prejudice) 

25. (Currently amended) A machine readable medium having stored thereon 
machine executable instructions, which when executed operate to implement a method 
comprising: 

identifying a first set of objects determined to be of interest to a first use r, th e first 
sot of obj e cts id e nt i fied from a plura li ty of obj e cts d e t e rm i n e d to b e of inter e st to a 
community of us e rs and r e pr e sented by on e or mor e data structur e s ; 
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accessing4be one or more data structures representing a plurality of objects of 
interest to a community, to identify at least one -a first and a second set of objects 
having respectively at least a first and second threshold of similarities in common with 
the first set of objects , the first and second thresholds being different thresholds ; 

generating a combined set of objects from the identified at least first and 
secondofte sets of objects; and 

displaying the combined set of objects. 

26. (Currently amended) The machine readable medium of claim 25, wherein a copy 
of th e first s e t of ob je cts i s contain e d w i th i n th e data structur e the generating is further 
based on freguencies of occurrences of the objects of the combined set represented in 
the data structures having the at least first and second thresholds of similarities . 

27. (Previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 25, wherein said 
objects comprise a plurality of digital audio selections. 

28. (Currently amended) The machine readable medium of claim 25, wherein the 
first s e t of obj e cts ar e id e nt i fi e d bas e d upon us e r i nput the generating is further based 
on freguencies of occurrences of the objects of the combined set represented in the 
data structure having the at least first and second thresholds of similarities . 

29. (Previously Canceled, without prejudice) 

30. (Currently amended) The machine readable medium of claim 25, wherein 
acc e ssing th e on e or mor e data structur e s compr i s e s acc e ssing th e on e or mor e data 
structur e s to i d e nt i fy at le ast on e s e t of obj e cts hav i ng at le ast som e diss i m il ar i ti e s with 
r e sp e ct to th e f i rst s e t of ob je cts the objects of each of the at least first and second set 
are ranked relative to other objects of the list, and the selecting is based at least in part 
on weighted ranks of the objects, the weighted rank of an object being determined 
based at least in part on the relative ranks of the objects in the at least first and second 
lists . 
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31-35. (Previously Canceled, without prejudice) 

36. (Previously presented) The method of claim 9, wherein d e t e rmining that said 
identifying a numb e r of th e pr e f e rr e d music s ele ctions match with th e associat e d music 
s ele ct i ons i n th e databas e comprises d e t e rmin i ng that a numb e r of pr e f e rr e d d i g i ta l 
aud i o music tit le s match identifying a first and a second number of digital audio music 
titles stored in the database , as being similar to a number of preferred digital audio 
music titles, based at least in part on a first and a second degree of similarity . 

37. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising means for 
outputting the unmatch e d selected associated music selections. 

38. (Currently amended) The apparatus m e thod of claim 14, wherein the 
recommended objects comprise artists' names. 

39. -41. (Cancelled, without prejudice). 

42. (Currently amended) In a multi-user computer system that provides user access 
to a database of objects, a method of recommending objects to a user, the method 
comprising: 

generating on a remote computer, a data structure which stores groupings of 
objects known to be of interest to a community of users; 

identifying a first set of objects that are known to be of interest to a first user; 

using a processor to access the data structure to identify at least-^e a first and 
a second set of objects having respectively at least a first and a second threshold of 
similarities in common with the first set of objects , the first and second thresholds being 
different thresholds ; and 

providing to a user computer, at least a subset of the at least first and seconde rs 
sets of objects. 

43. (Currently amended) The method of claim 42, wherein acc e ssing th e data structur e 
to i d e ntify at le ast on e s e t of obj e cts compris e s acc e ssing th e data structur e to i d e nt i fy 
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at le ast on e s e t of obj e cts having at le ast som e d i ss i m il arit ie s w i th r e sp e ct to tho f i rst 
s e t of ob je cts the providing is based at least in part on frequencies of occurrences of 
the first and second sets of objects in at least the data . 

44. (Currently amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the objects comprise a 
plurality of digital audio selections. 

45. (New) A program product comprising a plurality of programming instructions 
adapted to program an apparatus to enable the apparatus to practice the method of 
claim 1. 

46. (New) A program product comprising a plurality of programming instructions 
adapted to program an apparatus to enable the apparatus to practice the method of 
claim 9. 

47. (New) A program product comprising a plurality of programming instructions 
adapted to program an apparatus to enable the apparatus to practice the method of 
claim 15. 

48. (New) A program product comprising a plurality of programming instructions 
adapted to program an apparatus to enable the apparatus to practice the method of 
claim 42. 
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